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Tourism’s greatest opportunities lie in confronting its greatest risks, and there can be absolutely no doubt that the greatest and most 
urgent risk currently facing global tourism is anthropogenic climate change. Global tourism is a high carbon project, but how can we 
even begin to divert the global tourism system onto a sustainable emissions trajectory? The presentation will review a continuing 
programme of research that seeks to respond to these enormous challenges. It will overview a series of projects and draw conclusions, 
but most critically it will also ask ‘how best can science and research be disseminated to decision-makers and key industry stakeholders 
to shape and influence positive change?

Wine and food tourism relate not only to the products, but also to the economic space, the socio-cultural elements and the people. Food 
and wine tourism is a socio-cultural practice that is performed, shaped by, but also shaping the socio-economic ecosystem of the 
food/wine destination. Although research widely debates the symbiotic relation between food/wine (tourism) and culture as well as iden-
tifies culture as an essential element for enriching and innovating food/wine experiences, we still know little about: 1) the role of wine 
tourism in generating socio-cultural impacts beyond the economic multiplier effects; and 2) the role of food/wine tourism in (re)creat-
ing/reshaping the food/wine culture of the region.
By using various examples of food and wine tourism, this presentation will discuss various theoretical underpinnings that scholars can 
use for investigating the socio-cultural impacts of food/wine tourism as well as the role of food/wine tourism professionals as cultural 
agents in valorizing but also co-creating food/wine culture.
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