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Tourism's Impact on Urban Waste
Production and Management

Challenges, Opportunities and Tourist Destinations’ Competitiveness

Regions with strong tourism seasonality face significant challenges in managing municipal solid waste (MSW). Our
project began by analyzing tourism-induced waste generation in the Algarve region, where tourism activity based on
overnight stays is 6 times higher in the high season than in the low season.

The project is now expanding the geographic area of analysis to continental Portugal and to the Azores. It is also
developing field experiments to explore best practices in tourism activities, so that Tourism Authorities can issue a
sustainable waste management seal to operators that comply with those practices.
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