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CHASING SHIPS, CHASING FUNDING

Reflections on the Transformation of Maritime Industrial Spaces,
and the Opportunity European Research Council Stipends Offer

Maritime industrial spaces — both in use and those already defunct — are increasingly also transformed into tourist destinations
across Europe. Container ports, for instance, are vital urban hubs for the movements of goods. In Northern German Hamburg, the
port also attracts millions of tourists yearly. During the summer months, visitors to the city are shuttled in numerous boats to the
container terminals to allow them a close-up look at giant container ships. Such port tourism is both actively welcomed and
encouraged by local actors, while also greeted with some caution. By introducing the comparative ethnographic work on urban
development that has been done in the ERC Starting grant-funded “PORTS"-project, | want to discuss the intersection between
maritime industries and tourist development. In addition, this seminar aims to discuss the opportunities and pitfalls related to
applying for and running an ERC project as a critical social scientist.
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