
Photo by Calvin Hanson on Unsplash

MIGRANT ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN FINLAND – 

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES IN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

Jiuliano Prisada
[The Finnish Institute for Enterprise Management, Finland]

Sala de Atos - Faculty of Economics - 

Building 8 (2nd Floor) Campus de Gambelas

14 FEB 10h00 am

SEMINARS   2024

Finland has the highest share of self-employment in the Nordic countries (13.9%) compared to Sweden 10.5%, Denmark 8.6%, and 
Norway 4.7% (2022). In 2019 out of 470000 people with foreign backgrounds in Finland, 10000 were entrepreneurs. These micro, 
small, and medium-sized enterprises employ about 30000 people with a combined turnover of €3.5 billion. In Helsinki alone, in 
2021, 1200 new companies were established, and 43% of these were immigrant-founded. Although starting a business in Finland 
is rather easy and entrepreneurs are motivated by trust in the public sector, lack of bureaucracy and a healthy business 
environment, there are still challenges for immigrants who want to start a business: language skills, cultural differences and 
limited contact network.


