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Enhancing Local Development Through Cultural Events

The main research problem undertaken in this study is the multifaceted conditions and effects of the
organisation of cultural mass events. The problem was analysed in relation to a region of Poland characterised
by a lower level of socio-economic development in comparison with other areas of the country, but covered by
special strategic measures aimed at improving this state. The study also assumed that the organisation of mass
events has a stronger impact in rural areas, within smaller territorial units and local communities, than in highly
urbanised areas. The study adopted an integral approach to conducting research, combining quantitative and
gualitative methods and obtaining data both directly and indirectly. Field research, survey research, structured
interviews and a critical review of the literature were used to verify the hypotheses set. The study covered seven
mass cultural events organised in individual voivodeships of Eastern Poland. It was proved that effective
organisation of mass events, taking into account the needs of all groups of beneficiaries and focusing on real,
achievable effects, may lead to broadening social capital and thus support local development.
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